
 

AN ORDINANCE TO THE CARRBORO TOWN CODE TO ALLOW THE 

ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF MANAGED NATURAL LANDSCAPES 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CARRBORO TOWN COUNCIL THE FOLLOWING: 

 

 Section 1.  Article 1, of Chapter 11, of the Town Code, Section 11-1, “Definitions,” is 

amended by adding fourteen new definitions, as shown below, and by renumbering the entire section 

in alphabetical order.   

 

Section 11-1 Definitions  

 

Unless otherwise specifically provided, or unless otherwise clearly required by the context, 

the words and phrases defined in this section shall have the meaning indicated when used in this 

chapter.  

 

(1)  Abandoned Motor Vehicle: A motor vehicle that: (i) is left upon a street or highway 

in violation of a statute or town ordinance prohibiting parking; (ii) is left on 

property owned or operated by the town (other than the farmers' market property) 

for longer than twenty-four hours; (iii) is left on private property without the 

consent of the owner, occupant, or lessee thereof for longer than two hours; (iv) is 

left on any public street or highway for longer than seven days; (v) is left on the 

premises leased by the town for the operation of the farmers' market contrary to 

Section 6-19(b) of the code; (vi) is left on any privately owned public vehicular 

area contrary to an ordinance adopted under authority of G.S. 160A-301(d); (vii) is 

left on private property in a properly designated fire lane; (viii) is left on public or 

private property in a space properly designated as reserved for handicapped or 

visually impaired persons or in a manner that obstructs a curb cut or curb ramp for 

handicapped persons; or (ix) is on town property in violation of Section 14-13 of 

this Code; or (x) may for any other reason lawfully be towed by a law enforcement 

officer (except that vehicles seized for evidence or pursuant to a levy under 

execution or otherwise seized or forfeited under any state statute shall not be 

considered abandoned vehicles under this chapter). (Amend. 10/11/83, 3/14/89)  

 

(2)  Drainage Swale: A shallow open-channel drainageway stabilized with grass or 

other herbaceous vegetation that is designed to convey stormwater; including but 

not limited to roadside swales, bioswales, treatment swales, enhanced vegetative 

swales and other North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality accepted 

Stormwater Control Measures. 

 

(3) Exotic species: With respect to a particular ecosystem, any species, including its 

seeds, eggs, spores, or other biological material capable of propagating that species, 

that is not native to that ecosystem. 

 



 

(4) Extra Trash: Refuse such as yard waste, furniture, paint cans with tops removed 

and the paint dried, tires, and other discarded odds and ends that the town will pick 

up on a regularly scheduled basis but that are not stored within the mobile 

containers described in subsection 11-17(d). (Amend. 12/15/92, 12/2/08 )  

 

(5)  Garbage: All solid wastes capable of being rapidly decomposed by 

microorganisms, including but not limited to animal and vegetable wastes resulting 

from handling, preparation, cooking, and consumption of food, as well as animal 

offal and carcasses, but excluding sewage and human wastes.  

 

(6)  Invasive Species: An exotic species whose introduction does or is likely to cause 

economic or environmental harm or harm to human health. This term shall also 

refer to exotic species which naturalize and may become a problem in North 

Carolina in the future as well as exotic plant species that cause problems in adjacent 

states but have not yet been reported to cause problems in North Carolina. 

  

(7)  Junked Motor Vehicles: An abandoned motor vehicle that also: (i) is partially 

dismantled or wrecked, or (ii) cannot be self-propelled or moved in the manner in 

which it was originally intended to move, or (iii) is more than five years old and 

11-3 appears to be worth less than one-hundred dollars ($100.00), or (iv) does not 

display a current license plate when the motor vehicle is required by laws of this 

state to have such a license plate to operate on the public roads.  

 

(8)  Managed Natural Landscape: A planned, intentional, and maintained planting of 

native or non-native wildflowers, shrubs, trees, graminoids, or other herbaceous 

species, including but not limited to meadows, rain gardens, pollinator gardens, 

native Piedmont vegetation, xeriscaping, and ornamental plantings.   

 

(9)  Meadow: An area of managed natural landscaping in which routine maintenance 

is limited to or primarily includes mowing at least once per year. and native plants 

are allowed to thrive. Such areas may contain grasses, groundcovers, wildflowers, 

and woody plants. Such areas generally are not regularly mulched, weeded, 

mowed, and pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizer are not used. Such areas 

generally do not have a deliberate or definable arrangement of plant material.  

 

(10)  Motor Vehicles: Any machine designed or intended to travel over land or water by 

self-propulsion or while attached to a self-propelled vehicle.  

 

(11)  Native Piedmont Vegetation: Plant species that, according to The Flora of the 

Southeastern United States by A.S. Weakley, are native to the Piedmont, are native 

to the Piedmont region of the state of North Carolina, occurring in natural 

communities which existed prior to anthropogenic impacts on the landscape. 

 



 

(12)  Noxious Growth: Any growth of weeds, grasses, or other plants or shrubs that 

because of overgrowth, accumulation, or weather conditions, becomes or threatens 

to become a fire hazard or otherwise poses a danger to the public health or safety. 

 

(13)  Noxious Weed: Any plant in any stage of development, including parasitic plants 

whose presence whether direct or indirect, is detrimental to crops or other desirable 

plants, livestock, land, or other property, or is injurious to the public health, as 

defined by North Carolina State Statutes. 

 

(14)  Ornamental Plantings: Any plant species intentionally planted for aesthetic 

purposes. 

 

(15)  Planting Strip: An unpaved area located between a sidewalk and a curb. 

 

(16)    Pollinator Garden: A garden designed and planted with specific plant species to 

provide nectar, pollen, and habitat for pollinators. 

 

(17)  Public Works Director: The Public Works Director or any other person designated 

by the Town Manager or Public Works Director to perform the functions and 

exercise the responsibilities assigned by this chapter.  

 

(18)  Rain Garden: A garden of (native and non-native, but not invasive) plants designed 

as an infiltrative stormwater control and/or treatment measure not only to reduce 

the amount of stormwater runoff and accompanying pollutants from impervious 

surfaces from entering bodies of water, but also for aesthetic value. 

 

(19)  Refuse: All solid wastes except (i) garbage, and (ii) solids that are dissolved or 

suspended in domestic, commercial, or industrial waste water effluent.  

 

(20) Scrap Materials: Scrap materials are: (a) Pieces or fragments of metal, wood, glass, 

masonry, plastic, textiles, rope, leather, rubber, paper, or any substance, that 

formerly were part of the construction of some useful object or thing or that consist 

of the excess resulting from the creation of some useful object or thing; or (b) 

Objects or things, including but not limited to machines, tools, equipment, 

hardware, furniture, appliances, etc., or parts of the same that are no longer in 

serviceable condition or are valuable only as raw material for reprocessing; or (c) 

Motor vehicles or remnants thereof that (i) do not display current license plates, 

and (ii) cannot without substantial repairs, be made to operate in the manner 

originally intended, and (iv) are valuable only as raw materials for reprocessing but 

that do not constitute solid wastes as herein defined because they are or may be 

useful to or wanted by or have not been discarded by the person in control of the 

premises where they have been located.  

 



 

(21)  Solid Wastes: Wastes that are nongaseous and non-liquid (except that liquid wastes 

resulting from the processing of food are deemed solid wastes for the purposes of 

this chapter).  

 

(22)  Turfgrass Lawn: A lawn consisting of continuous grass coverage, intended to be 

regularly-mowed and maintained at an established height. 

 

(23)  Wastes: All useless, unwanted, or discarded materials resulting from domestic, 

industrial, commercial or community activities.  

 

(24)  Weeds: plants that are not valued where they are growing and are usually of 

vigorous growth, especially species that tend to overgrow more desirable plants. 

 

(25)  White Goods: Refrigerators, ranges, water heaters, freezers, unit air conditioners, 

washing machines, dishwashers, clothes dryers, and other similar domestic and 

commercial large appliances. (Amend. 12/13/94)  

 

(26)  Xeriscaping: The practice of designing a landscape or garden using appropriate 

native or water-efficient plant species in order to reduce or eliminate the need for 

supplemental water. 

 

(27)    Yard Waste: Organic materials commonly consisting of leaves, pine straw, wheat 

straw, grass, weeds, hedge clippings, dirt, rocks, yard and garden waste, branches, 

logs, twigs, and all vegetative matter resulting from landscaping or land clearing 

activities (e.g., stumps, trees, etc.) (Amend. 12/15/92) 

 

Section 2.  Article II of Chapter 11 of the Town Code, Section 11-8, “Noxious Growth,” 

is rewritten to read as follows:   

 

Section 11-8  Noxious Growth 

 

No persons may cause, suffer, or permit on premises under their control noxious growth, 

as defined in Section 11-1 of this Chapter as any growth of weeds, grasses, or other plants or shrubs 

that, because of overgrowth, accumulation, or weather conditions, becomes or threatens to become 

a fire hazard or otherwise poses a danger to the public health or safety. Managed natural landscapes 

and meadows shall not be considered noxious growth. 

 

Section 3.  Article II of Chapter 11 of the Town Code, is amended by adding a new Section 

11-9, “Managed Natural Landscapes,” to read as follows:   

 

Section 11-9 Managed Natural Landscapes 

 



 

(a) The Town Council finds that the establishment and maintenance of managed 

natural landscapes is beneficial to the Town’s environment and its residents and serves to further 

adopted Town goals and promote public health, safety, and welfare by: 

 

(1) Promoting microhabitats in urban areas for the conservation of wildlife such as 

birds, pollinators, and other beneficial insects; 

(2) Creating larger, more connected plant populations, helping ensure the future of 

native plant species by increasing their ability to migrate in response to changes in 

climate; 

(3) Increasing biodiversity;  

(4) Meeting the goals of Carrboro’s Bee City USA commitment to promote healthy, 

sustainable habitats and communities for bees and other pollinators. 

(5) Conserving water resources by promoting water-efficient landscaping through 

xeriscaping and the use of appropriate native plants which, once established, 

typically require less water than other species; 

(6) Reducing the volume of stormwater runoff by promoting infiltration, interception, 

and evapotransiration 

(7) Preventing erosion;  

(8) Further protecting water quality by reducing the use of fertilizers and other inputs 

used to maintain landscaping; 

(9) Reducing the negative impacts of landscape maintenance equipment on soil quality, 

local air quality, and climate change; and 

(10) Sequestering carbon. 

 

(b) Standards 

 

An owner, authorized agent, or authorized occupant of any privately owned lands or 

premises may, consistent with this section and all other applicable laws, statutes, rules and 

ordinances, establish and maintain a managed natural landscape. 

 

 (c) Requirements 

 

(1) Managed natural landscapes, as defined in Article 1 of this Chapter, may include 

plants and grasses which have gone to seed, but shall not include any invasive plant 

species identified by the North Carolina Native Plant Society or North Carolina 

Invasive Plant Council or noxious weeds as identified by the North Carolina 

Department of Agriculture and must be maintained so as to not include unintended 

vegetation. 

(2) Managed natural landscapes must be designed and maintained such that all 

vegetation remains on private property and does not interfere with the use of the 

public right-of-way. Sidewalks, planting strips, road and wayfinding signage, and 

visual sight triangles must remain clear from obstruction, per current North 

Carolina Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, and 



 

Town standards and specifications outlined in Town Code Chapter 7 and Land Use 

Ordinance Appendix C.  

(3) Managed natural landscapes shall not interfere with the maintenance of stormwater 

management features including drainage swales. 

(4) Meadow areas of managed natural landscapes shall be mowed to a height of 8-10 

inches at least once per calendar year in the early spring (March-April). The 

entirety of a meadow should not be mown at one time; mowing should be spaced 

so that the mown area has a chance to re-grow before mowing the other section. 
(5) Plantings that are no longer maintained consistent with the provisions of this 

section for managed natural landscapes may be considered noxious growth and 

subject to the enforcement provisions under Article V of this chapter. Unattended 

turfgrass lawns are not examples of managed natural landscapes and may become 

noxious growth and subject to enforcement.  

(6) Plantings that encroach upon Town drainage or right-of-way easements shall obtain 

an Encroachment Agreement through the Public Works Department prior to 

planting. 

 

(d) Only properties containing homes, adjacent property owned by the same homeowner, or 

properties owned by homeowners’ associations are covered by this ordinance.  

 

(e) All provisions of any Town ordinance or resolution in conflict with this ordinance are repealed, 

and this ordinance is effective upon adoption.  

 


