










From: Isaac Dye [idye90@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 05, 2015 10:56 PM 
To: boa 
Subject: MLK jr. Bike park 
 
My name is Isaac. I live in the chapel hill carrboro area and am very close to the MLK jr. Park. My friends 
and I love mountain biking and pump tracks we ride around the trails almost everyday and hav even 
built some of our own in our yards or other land. I love the idea of a bike park/ pump track being built 
here as this area has an enormous and verrryyyy active mountain biking comunity it still amazes me. 
And I think that it would b a great addition to hav this park made at MLK especially due to the fact that 
park has been an empty field now for years and I think it would b great to add a little something to it 
 
 
  



From: R E Dow [robdow@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 09, 2015 9:42 PM 
To: boa 
Subject: MLK park - bike park / pump track idea 
 
Dear BOA members, 
 
Hearing some chatter about the option of a bike park / pump track at the MLK park site. This would be a 
fun addition to the park, and a little different from our existing (very good & fun) parks in terms of a 
sport function. We live just down the road & have two small children that would love such an idea. 
 
Thanks for your time & consideration! 
 
Robert Dow 
  



From: Kurt Rosenkrantz [kurt.rosenkrantz@gmail.com] 

Sent: Monday, January 26, 2015 12:30 PM 

To: boa 

Cc: Noreen McDonald 

Subject: MLK Park Plan 

Hello,   

 

My name is Kurt Rosenkrantz. I live at 2102 Pathway Drive, one block from MLK Park in Carrboro. I have 

two children, ages 8 and 11. Naturally, I am very excited about the plans for developing MLK Park. I 

attended the meeting at the park last summer and the recent Board of Aldermen meeting a few weeks 

ago. I wanted to give you my feedback on the proposed plans, as a parent and member of the 

neighborhood. Sorry for the length of my email, I've been doing a lot of thinking! 

 

Developing this park is a wonderful opportunity to serve the needs of the Carrboro community. There 

are many great things in Carrboro -- Weaver Street, Farmer's Market, Carolina North Forest, and the 

great sports facilities at Hank Anderson Park -- but what is missing is a great place for children to play. 

All of our town park playgrounds are generic plastic and metal structures. MLK Park is a great site for a 

truly unique, creative, and natural playground that reflects the spirit and values of Carrboro. 

 

At the meeting last summer, most of the discussion and votes were for various versions of a natural play 

area, possibly involving water play as well. In the past decade, playground designers all over the world 

have been creating innovative spaces where kids can alter the environment, build their own structures, 

and use their imaginations to play in natural and beautiful settings. 

 

Looking at the plans presented at the meeting, like everyone else in the room I preferred plan A, the one 

without the connector road. But I saw 4 parts of this plan that could be improved. 

 

1. There wasn't enough parking. There is no street parking in this area, so the parking lot needs to be 

adequate for the space. 

 

2. The playground in plan A was tiny and in a bad location, right by the street and away from everything 

else. Instead of a centerpiece, this play area looked like an afterthought. 

 



3. The pump track was enormous. I do support having a pump track, but it does not need to be so big, 

especially if we don't have any idea of the demand. Instead, let's start small and then expand it if it is 

very popular. 

 

4. If we are going to name this park after Martin Luther King, we need to pay tribute in some way. The 

obvious places are in the main entrance to the park and in the proposed meditation garden. I'm no 

expert on King, but maybe we can do something with his 1960 visit to Chapel Hill or just a timeline of his 

life. For example, we could display a series on informative posters at various points around the 

perimeter trail of the park.  

 

Attached is how I would lay out the park. This layout makes only a few changes from plan A. It splits the 

pump track area into a smaller pump track and large playground area. It expands the parking lot to 

about 50 spaces, and it leaves an area at the entrance to the park that could possibly be used for a 

tribute to King. The pump track has room to grow if necessary. Most importantly, it places the natural 

play area in an adequate space that will make it the centerpiece of the park. 

 

Here are a few websites I found that illustrate what I mean by "natural play area."  

 

http://www.naturalplaygrounds.com/index.php 

http://lifeandscience.org/support/climbing-higher/hideaway-woods/ 

https://naturalplay.files.wordpress.com/2010/07/naturalplay_infopacket_small.pdf 

http://www.play-scapes.com/ 

http://www.play-scapes.com/category/play-design/natural-playgrounds/ 

http://www.play-scapes.com/play-design/natural-playgrounds/fairlop-waters-natural-playground-form-

associates-redbridge-london-2010/ 

http://www.erectarchitecture.co.uk/projects/ 

http://www.erectarchitecture.co.uk/projects/play/140-p-clapton-common.html 

Thank you so much for considering my thoughts, and good luck planning the park!  

Kurt Rosenkrantz 
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From: Ethan K [elsnar2@gmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2015 3:07 PM 

To: boa 

Subject: MLK Park Pump Track 

Hello!   

My name is Ethan Kimberly and I attend Chapel Hill High School. I am 16 years old and I would LOVE to 

see a pump track built in MLK. It would be at a very convinient location for many members of the biking 

community, myself included. At Wilson park there is not enough room, and Anderson park is further 

away and I feel that it's much harder to access, given the amount of traffic on Old Fayettville road. The 

younger members of the biking community would largely benefit from this project being set in motion. 

Once again, I would be delighted if this were built.  

Thank you for your time. 

 

  



From: Ben Thornburg [ben.penguin@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 19, 2015 6:51 PM 
To: boa 
Subject: pump bike track, MLK Jr. park 
 
hello, 
My name is Ben Thornburg i am 15 years old and I go to chapel hill high school. my passion is mountain 
biking and having a pump track near my house would be a dream come true! I live in fair oaks area in 
cobblestone place and its maybe a block at the most away from MLK park. I have many other Friends 
who live close and would love a pump track there and I would love to see one built! 
 
thank you for reading 
-Ben 
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