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ARTICLE IX 
 

ZONING DISTRICTS AND ZONING MAP 
 

PART I.  ZONING DISTRICTS 
 
 
Section 15-141.4   Conditional Zoning Districts (AMENDED 5/27/08) 
 

(a) Conditional zoning districts are zoning districts in which the development and use of 
the property so zoned are governed by the regulations applicable to one of the general use zoning 
districts listed in the Table of Permissible Uses, as modified by the conditions and restrictions 
imposed as part of the legislative decision creating the district and applying it to the particular 
property. Accordingly, the following conditional zoning districts may be established:   
 
R-20-CZ, R-15-CZ, R-10-CZ, R-7.5-CZ, R-3-CZ, R-2-CZ, R-R-CZ, R-S.I.R.-CZ , and 
R-S.I.R.-2-CZ 
 
B-1(C)-CZ, B-1(G)-CZ, B-2-CZ, B-3-CZ, B-3-T-CZ, B-4-CZ, CT-CZ, O-CZ, OACZ, 
M-1-CZ, M-2-CZ (AMENDED 4/27/10; 06/23/15) 

 
(b) The conditional zoning districts authorized by this section may be applied to 

property only in response to a petition signed by all the owners of the property to be included 
within such district. 
 

(c) Subject to the provisions of subsections (f) and (g), the uses permissible within a 
conditional zoning district authorized by this section, and the regulations applicable to property 
within such a district, shall be those uses that are permissible within and those regulations that 
are applicable to the general use zoning district to which the conditional district corresponds, 
except as those uses and regulations are limited by conditions imposed pursuant to subsection (d) 
of this section. For example, property that is rezoned to a B-2-CZ district may be developed in 
the same manner as property that is zoned B-2, subject to any conditions imposed pursuant to 
subsection (d).  (AMENDED 11/9/11) 
 

(d) When a rezoning petition for a conditional zoning district is submitted (in accordance 
with Article XX of this chapter), the application shall include a list of proposed conditions 
(which may be in the form of written statements, graphic illustrations, or any combination 
thereof) to be incorporated into the ordinance that rezones the property to the requested 
conditional zoning district. A rezoning petition submitted to allow use classification 3.260 Social 
Service Provider with Dining within a building of more than two stories or 35 feet in height shall 
include information that demonstrates that, if the project is completed as proposed, it 
 

(1) Will not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property; and 
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(2) Will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located. The manner in 
which a project is designed to accommodate additional building height including, 
but not limited to, scale, architectural detailing, compatibility with the existing 
built environment and with adopted policy statements in support of vibrant and 
economically successful and sustainable, mixed-use, core commercial districts 
shall be among the issues that may be considered to make a finding that a project 
is or is not in harmony with the area in which it is to be located. The applicant 
may use a variety of graphic and descriptive means to illustrate these findings. 
 
(3) Will be in general conformity with the Land Use Plan, Thoroughfare Plan, and 
other plans officially adopted by the Board. (AMENDED 03/22/16) 
 

(d1) The list of proposed conditions may be modified by the planning staff, advisory 
boards, or Board of Aldermen as the rezoning application works its way through the process 
described in Article XX, but only those conditions mutually approved by the applicant and the 
Board may be incorporated into the conditional zoning district. Conditions and site-specific 
standards imposed in a conditional district shall be limited to (i) those that address the 
conformance of the development and use of the site to the provisions of this chapter or to 
applicable plans adopted by the Board, and (ii) those that address the impacts reasonably 
expected to be generated by the development or use of the site. (AMENDED 03/22/16) 

 
(d2) All relevant provisions of the Land Use Ordinance shall apply except to the extent 

that such provisions are superseded by the provisions of this section or any conditions 
incorporated into the conditional zoning district described in subsection (d1) above. 
(AMENDED 03/22/16) 

 
(e)  All uses that are permissible in the conditional zoning district shall require the 

issuance of the same type of permit that such use in the corresponding general use district would 
ordinarily require (according to the Table of Permissible Uses), i.e. a zoning permit, special use 
permit, or conditional use permit. 

 
(f) Notwithstanding the foregoing, in approving a rezoning to a B-1(g) – CZ zoning 

district, the Board of Aldermen may authorize the property so zoned to be developed at a higher 
level of residential density than that otherwise permissible in B-1(g) zoning districts under 
Section 15-182 if the rezoning includes conditions that provide for site and building elements 
that will create a more vibrant and successful community.  Site and building elements are 
intended to be selected from at least three of the following seven areas: stormwater management, 
water conservation, energy conservation, on-site energy production, alternative transportation, 
provision of affordable housing, and the provision of public art and/or provision of outdoor 
amenities for public use.  Conditions that may be included to meet the above stated objective 
include but shall not be limited to the following:  (AMENDED 11/9/11) 

 
(1) Reduction in nitrogen loading from the site by at least 8% from the existing 

condition, as determined by the Jordan Lake Accounting Tool 
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(2) Energy performance in building requirements to meet one or more of the 
following 

a. Achieve 40% better than required in the Model Energy Code, which 
for NC, Commercial is ASHRAE 90.1-2004-2006 IECC equivalent or 
better, and Residential is IECC 2006, equivalent or better). 

b. “Designed to Earn the Energy Star” rating. 
c. Architecture 2030 goal of a 50 percent fossil fuel and greenhouse gas 

emission reduction standard, measured from the regional (or country) 
average for that building type.  

d.  AIA goals of integrated, energy performance design, including 
resource conservation resulting in a minimum 50 percent or greater 
reduction in the consumption of fossil fuels used to construct and 
operate buildings. 

e. LEED certification to achieve 50% CO2 emission reduction, or LEED 
silver certification 

f. US Conference of Mayors fossil fuel reduction standard for all new 
buildings to carbon neutral by 2030.  

g. Specific energy saving features, including but not limited to the 
following, are encouraged.. 
i. Use of shading devices and high performance glass for minimizing 

heating and cooling loads 
ii. Insulation beyond minimum standards; 

iii. Use of energy efficient motors/HVAC; 
iv. Use of energy efficient lighting; 
v. Use of energy efficient appliances 

vi. LED or LED/Solar parking lot lighting (50-100% more efficient).   
vii. Active and passive solar features.   

(3) Provision of onsite facilities (e.g. solar, wind, geothermal) that will provide 
5% of electricity demand associated with the project. 

(4) Use of harvested rainwater for toilet flushing. 
(5) Parking lot meets the standard for a “green” parking lot, per the EPA 

document Green “Parking Lot Resource Guide.”  
(6) Inclusion of Low Impact Development features. 
(7) Provision of covered bike parking sufficient to provide space for one space 

per every two residential units. 
(8) Provision of a safe, convenient, and connected internal street system or 

vehicle accommodation area designed to meet the needs of the expected 
number of motor vehicle, bicycle, pedestrian, and transit trips 

(9) Inclusion of at least one (1) parking space for car sharing vehicles 
(10)  Provision of public art and/or outdoor amenities for public use. 
(11)  Use of surface materials that reflect heat rather than absorb it. 
(12)  Use of devices that shade at least 30% of south-facing and west-facing 

 building facades. 
(13) Provision of affordable housing in accordance with Town policy. 
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(g) If a B-1(g) – CZ zoning district is created and, pursuant to subsection (f) of this 
section, a higher level of residential density than that otherwise permissible in B-1(g) zoning 
districts is approved for that district, then it shall be a requirement of such district that at least 
twenty percent (20%) of the total leasable or saleable floor area within all buildings located 
within such zoning district shall be designed for non-residential use.  Occupancy permits may not 
be given for residential floor area if doing so would cause the ratio of residential floor area for 
which an occupancy permit has been issued to non-residential floor area for which an occupancy 
permit has been issued to exceed four to one (4:1).   (AMENDED 11/9/11) 
 
 

PART II.  ZONING MAP 
Section 15-142  Official Zoning Map. 
 

(a) There shall be a map known and designated as the Official Zoning Map, which shall 
show the boundaries of all zoning districts within the town’s planning jurisdiction.  This map shall 
be drawn on acetate or other durable material from which prints can be made, shall be dated, and 
shall be kept in the planning department. 
 

(b) The Official Zoning Map dated April, 1973 is adopted and incorporated herein by 
reference.  Amendments to this map shall be made and posted in accordance with 
Section 15-143. 

 
(c) Should the Official Zoning Map be lost, destroyed, or damaged, the administrator may 

have a new map drawn on acetate or other durable material from which prints can be 
made.  No further board authorization or action is required so long as no district 
boundaries are changed in this process. 

 
Section 15-143  Amendments to Official Zoning Map (AMENDED 4/27/10; 10/26/10); 
09/24/13 
 

(a) Amendments to the Official Zoning Map are accomplished using the same procedures 
that apply to other amendments to this chapter, as set forth in Article XX.  

 
(b) The administrator shall update the Official Zoning Map as soon as possible after 

amendments to it are adopted by the Board. Upon entering any such amendments to the 
map, the administrator shall change the date of the map to indicate its latest revision. 
New prints of the updated map may then be issued. 

 
(c) No unauthorized person may alter or modify the Official Zoning Map. 
 
(d) The planning department shall keep copies of superseded prints of the zoning map for 

historical reference. 
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