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Reparations
Donate
Contribute to the City of Evanston’s Reparations Fund by making a financial donation.

What are reparations?
Reparations are a means of addressing the wealth and opportunity gaps residents experience due to historical

racism and discrimination.

Actions to date
The City of Evanston’s reparations planning process began in June 2019 following the City Council’s adoption of a

resolution affirming the City's commitment to end structural racism and achieve racial equity. The City Council’s

Equity and Empowerment Commission held two community meetings to gather public input on reparations in

July, and summarized input and recommendations in a report to the City Council. In September, the Council

accepted the Equity and Empowerment Commission's report and authorized the creation of a City Council

subcommittee to begin the planning process. 

In November, a Reparations Fund was created and adopted a resolution as part of the City's 2020 Budget. The

City Council committed to utilize tax revenue collected from sales of recreational cannabis to support reparations

in Evanston.

Following the City Council's adoption of the 2020 Budget, Ald. Robin Rue Simmons hosted a Reparations Town

Hall Meeting at First Church of God in Evanston on December 11. Actor, humanitarian and Ambassador for the

United Nations International Decade for People of African Descent Danny Glover was the keynote presenter.

Representatives from the National African American Reparations Commission (NAARC) also participated.

Reparations Subcommittee webpage

Subscribe to Reparations updates

What's next
The City Council's reparations subcommittee includes 5th Ward Ald. Robin Rue Simmons, 2nd Ward Ald. Peter

Braithwaite, and 8th Ward Ald. Ann Rainey. The subcommittee will work with residents, City staff and experts to

explore and identify programs and opportunities to be supported by the Reparations Fund, including initiatives

related to workforce development, entrepreneurship, homeownership, education and infrastructure. The process

has just begun to consider many important issues, including the scope of funding opportunities, criteria and

qualifications for participation, and level of funding. 

A Reparations Plan will be proposed for City Council consideration in 2020. Once a plan is approved by the City

Council, distribution from the Reparations Fund will begin, possibly in early 2021.

Participate in a Dialogue on Reparations 

Attachment C. 

https://www.billerpayments.com/app/donationsui/?bsn=ctyevandonations#/donations/payment
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?id=49061
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?id=54614
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/agendas-minutes/reparations-subcommittee
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ILEVANSTON/subscriber/new?topic_id=ILEVANSTON_290
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Dialogue sessions provide residents an opportunity to exchange viewpoints, share ideas, issues, and concerns

regarding the reparations process. The City is committed to providing information, listening to and acknowledging

the concerns of community stakeholders. Participants are encouraged to fill out the Reparations Community

Engagement Form to help staff gather input and feedback.

Facilitator Guide

Reparations Community Engagement Form

Community Feedback
July 13, 2019 

Reports 
Cannabis Arrests and Compliance Tickets

Reparations: Redressing Institutional Racism and Redlining

Financial Wellness Education Workshops

Local Reparations - Kamm Howard

Public Funding of Evanston's Local Reparations Program - Alderman Rainey 

Videos 
Reparations Subcommittee Virtual Town Hall  - May 21, 2020

https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?id=55325
https://cityofevanston.wufoo.com/forms/zey159b012r88p/
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?id=57853
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?id=55309
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?id=55311
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?id=55680
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?id=57472
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?id=57474

