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Update on Southern Branch Library

PURPOSE: The purpose of this item is to update the Board of Aldermen on the Town and County efforts
related to possible siting of the Southern Branch Library and the status of communication related to the 203 S.
Greensboro property.

DEPARTMENT: Planning and Manager’s Office

CONTACT INFORMATION: Trish McGuire, pmcguire@townofcarrboro.org
<mailto:pmcguire@townofcarrboro.org>, 919-918-7327; David Andrews, dandrews@townofcarrboro.org, 919-

918-7308

INFORMATION: On October 6, 2015 (
<https://carrboro.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=M&ID=414412&GUID=0EB1795A-0748-42E7-ADD8-
4A62A222A66A> - see page 5), the Board of Aldermen directed the Town Manager to move forward with the
County Manager with a conversation regarding due
Diligence about possible use of the 2013 S. Greensboro Street property as a site for the Southern Branch
Library.  The Board of Aldermen included the following in its directions:

· Ask that future conversations include the Cat’s Cradle

·  Ask that staff report back to the Board on the pros and cons of site control

·  Ask that the County be transparent through the due diligence process if the plan is for a stand-alone
library or library coupled with other uses

· Ask that replacement and interim parking be made a priority

·  Staff shall provide the County with the former development plan on 203 S. Greensboro

· Staff should consider opportunity costs, new market tax credits, and leveraging of funds during the
discussions for the site.

Staff has been meeting with Orange County staff on this direction and the status of the County’s work.  A memo
from Orange County staff is attached (Attachment A).

Other background materials related to discussion of the 203 S. Greensboro Street property as a possible library
site are available as follows:

May 7,
2013

Board of Aldermen Agenda Item and Minutes
<https://carrboro.legistar.com/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=233184&GUID=7A5D7EC8-
2DE0-43FA-AC13-54B812A4EBA3&Options=&Search>=

June 18,
2013

Board of County Commissioner staff memo
<https://carrboro.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=4056738&GUID=8052E9E8-
9E03-4120-BDC3-A4EFB14C0CBA>

Orange County
webpage on project
January 2015 to
present:
<http://www.orange
countync.gov/depart
ments/library/south
ern_site_updates.ph
p>

Orange County
webpage on project
prior to January
2015:
<http://www.orange
countync.gov/depart
ments/library/south
ern_branch_library_
project.php>
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FISCAL & STAFF IMPACT: None anticipated in association with discussing the item and providing
direction to the Town Manager.

RECOMMENDATION:..r It is recommended that the Board of Aldermen accept the agenda materials

and provide direction to the Town Manager regarding any follow-up.
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