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Right on Red Restrictions
PURPOSE:  The purpose of this item is to discuss findings from investigation to limit “Right on Red” at
certain intersections within Town

DEPARTMENT: Public Works

CONTACT INFORMATION: JD Freeman - 919-918-7427

INFORMATION: Town staff investigated the possibility of implementing a time limitation for traffic to
make right on red turns at a stop light.  Per this investigation it was discovered that there are currently not any
major safety factors resulting from right on red at any intersections in Town.  This observation is based on
records kept by the Town of Carrboro police department.  Furthermore, it was observed that limiting right on
red could negatively affect traffic flow in Town at already congested areas.

The following intersections were analyzed to determine if changing the right on red laws may have an effect on
the accident rates.  Traffic accidents were counted from 1/1/15-4/5/17.
• Weaver St & Greensboro St
• Main & Greensboro St
• Weaver St & Main St
• Lloyd St & Main St
• Jones Ferry Rd & Main St

It was discovered no accidents of any kind occurred due to a right on red conflict. Of the accidents that did
occur, some involved right turns but, again, none occurred on red. Additionally, a few included pedestrians and
bikes but, again, none occurred on red.
Main & Greensboro had 3 accidents that involved right turns, but not on red.

Below are the intersections where 10 or more accidents have occurred 2015-2017TD. It’s worth noting that
several of these do not have stoplights.

To Date

Xintersect 2015 2106 2017 Grand Total

54 & Oleander 9 8 2 19

54 & W Main 5 12 2 19

S Greensboro & Merrit M 3 6 2 11

54 & Poplar 3 6 1 10

Smith Level & BPW Club 7 3 0 10
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FISCAL & STAFF IMPACT:     None

RECOMMENDATION:..r After looking at all the data for these intersections, it does not appear that

changing the right on red laws would have any positive effect on traffic accidents. There are not many accidents

at any of those intersections to begin with, and not a single one is purported to be during a right on red turn.
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